
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
01 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I have attached the Year 8 Admissions Criteria for Coleraine Grammar School which 
have been submitted to the Education Authority. 
 
The Board of Governors and I recognise the on-going uncertainty there has been 
about the admissions process this year, and the anxiety that such uncertainty has 
been causing.  I wish to reassure you that detailed consideration was given to the 
criteria to ensure that the process is fair and transparent, and that these criteria bring 
clarity to the situation for parents and pupils. 
 
You will see that the criteria are presented slightly differently in this document, but 
they are the same as before in the use of sibling, eldest child and 1st preference as 
the main criteria. 
 
There is an explanation below about how the criteria are designed to work. 
 

Academic Criteria 
Coleraine Grammar School gave lengthy consideration to the use of primary school 
data for academic selection this year, in the absence of AQE, and we do not believe 
that it is safe, reliable or fair to do so.  This is for several reasons, including the 
difficulties in ensuring comparability of the data between schools, and the fact that 
assessments may pre-date Covid, or may have been disrupted by Covid last term.   
Also, if primary school data were to be used in the current process to select pupils 
for post-primary school, the data would be used in a process for which it was never 
intended or designed.  We believe to do so is fundamentally flawed and unfair. 
 

Academic School 
That said, we wish you to be fully aware of the strong academic ethos and emphasis 
of our school and to make informed choices, with the guidance of your primary 
school principal, based on what is best for your child. 
 
Every Year 8 intake in CGS has a large number of pupils with high and very high 
AQE scores.   
 
We offer an academic curriculum (as well as an unrivalled extra-curricular program), 
and we wish pupils to aspire to achieving a really good set of GCSEs to enable them 
to make choices at age 16, and preferably continue with A Level study at CGS.  In 
2020, 90% of our pupils achieved at least 7A*-C grades at GCSE, including English 
and Maths. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We also monitor pupils’ academic progress very closely, keep parents informed, 
having strong pastoral support, and consistently encourage pupils to do well. 
 
There will be more detail about the above in our virtual Open Night presentations 
which will be published week beginning 1st February 2021. 
 
If your child has good academic ability, is prepared to work hard, and aspires to 
succeed, our track record indicates that CGS is the school to choose. 
 
Pupils will be placed in the 6 Year 8 classes according to their academic ability, and 
we will do this by the use of a standardised baseline test, which will be fair in that all 
the pupils will take the same assessment in the same conditions. 
 

Explanation of This Year’s Admissions Criteria 
1. Point 1 in the attached criteria means that, to be considered for admission, 

pupils must have been registered to take the AQE tests and not withdrawn, or 
meet the definition of Special Provision given earlier in the criteria. 
 

2. Point 2 defines Criterion 2, and means that pupils who 
 

(i) have a sibling currently at CGS or 
(ii) had a sibling previously at CGS, CAI or CHS, or 
(iii) are the eldest child 
 

are all on an equal footing in meeting Criterion 2. 
 
(Please note that the criteria document uses the phrases ‘child of the family’ and 
‘eldest child of the family’ and refers to Department of Education Circular No. 
2016/15 (Revised, issued 21/10/2020) for guidance on the definition of these terms.) 

 
The process then considers the pupils in four groups as follows: - 
 

 Group A        meet Criterion 2  and place CGS as 1st preference 
Group B        do not meet Criteria 2 and place CGS as 1st preference 
Group C        meet Criterion 2  and do not place CGS as 1st preference 
Group D        do not meet Criterion 2 and do not place CGS as 1st preference 
 
and we will admit groups A, B, C and D in that order. 
 

3. Point 3 in the criteria admits Group A pupils, and uses Free School Meals 
Entitlement (FSM), followed by random selection to allocate places if the 
school is oversubscribed in Group A. 
 

4. If the school is not oversubscribed in Group A, point 4 admits Group B pupils, 
and uses FSM, followed by random selection to allocate places if the school 
is oversubscribed in Group B. 

 
5. If the school is not oversubscribed in Group B, point 5 admits Group C pupils, 

and uses FSM, followed by random selection to allocate places if the school 
is oversubscribed in Group C. 
 

6. If the school is not oversubscribed in Group C, point 6 admits Group D pupils, 
and uses FSM, followed by random selection to allocate places if the school 
is oversubscribed in Group D. 
 

 



How Many Pupils in Each Group are Likely to be Admitted? 
We cannot answer this question with certainty at the moment, but the following 
information should be helpful to parents. 
 
When the criteria are applied to the applicants to CGS in 2020, 2019 and 2018, the 
following are the outcomes for the numbers of pupils admitted in each of Groups A, 
B, C and D. 
 

Year Group A Group B Group C Group D 

2020 all 146 10 of 18 0 0 

2019 all 121 all 34 1 of 28 0 

2018 all 118 all 22 16 of 23 0 

 
I hope this explanation and information is helpful, and if you have any questions, 
please email info@colerainegrammar.com or telephone school on 028 703 44331. 
 
Further detail about school life at CGS will follow next week in the virtual Open Night 
presentations. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
D.R.J. Carruthers  

Headmaster 
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